
MINUTES 

NEW HAVEN CLIMATE EMERGENCY TASK FORCE 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, January 28th, 2026, 5:15 PM 

The New Haven Climate Emergency Taskforce (CETF) will meet on 
Wednesday, January 28th, 2026 at 5:15 PM on Zoom (see link at end of agenda) 
to discuss the following items:  

1. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting (1/7/2026). A majority of 
the CETF (6 of 11 members) constitutes a quorum. 

2. Project updates from the Office of Climate and Sustainability (OCS) 
staff: 

a. Community Change Grant and EPA Government-to-Government 
Environmental Justice Grant: the City’s lawsuit was sent back to 
federal district court, where the court will consider whether the 
government has the authority to cancel wholesale grant 
programs. 

b. USDA Composting and Food Waste Reduction Grant: OCS 
received a one-year extension of the grant from USDA to provide 
additional time for the grant-funded food scrap diversion in the 
New Haven Public Schools.   

c. EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: The second 
thermal conductivity test across from Union Station has begun 
and reached a depth of 730 feet. This 850 foot borehole should be 
complete soon after the snow storm. 

d. Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA): DPW uses Ford 750 
trucks, a Ford 650 hook truck, Freigthliner M2 and Freightliner 
Class 8 six wheel dump trucks. OCS will evaluate whether there is 
an electric alternative for the hook truck. 

e. Solar installations: Carport systems expected to be energized at 
the beginning of February. Progress continues on the landfill 
project, which is expected to be energized at the end of March. 

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants


f. Styrofoam enforcement: No update. 
g. Housing Authority: No update. 
h. Electric leaf blower and grass trimmer: the Parks Department has 

developed a rubric for evaluating purchases of small equipment, 
which requires the evaluation of electric equipment as part of 
each purchasing decision. Parks plans to work with OCS on a long 
term (e.g. 5 year) plan to electrify its small equipment (i.e. weed 
whackers, string trimmers, blowers). 

3. Discussion Items: 
a. Funding request: The Office of Climate and Sustainability is 

requesting $20,000 in funding for tax advising for the geothermal 
project. This advice is critical for obtaining the federal clean 
energy incentives. 

b. Energy labeling.  
c. Department plans.  Parks and OCS have are planning to proceed 

with investment grade energy audits of priority facilities at 720 
Edgewood Ave (Parks HQ), 180 Park Road (Parks Operations and 
Pardee Greenhouses), and 776 Whalley Ave (Coogan Pavilion). 
identified priority facilities for energy improvements. OCS will set 
up a meeting with the new NHFD chief. 

d. Ongoing funding of climate and sustainability work.  

 

 

 

http://zoom.us/


Hi there, 

Steven Winter is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Join Zoom Meeting  

Phone 
one-tap:  

US: +13126266799,,88533168759# or +16469313860,,88533168759#  

Meeting 
URL:  

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/88533168759?pwd=w0gV5rC9lzJT8TveSL97dYPnbPJ
Sfx.1  

Meeting 
ID:  

885 3316 8759 

Password
: 

Hf3iyg0c 

Join by Telephone  

For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location.  

Dial:   
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 931 3860 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or 
+1 305 224 1968 or +1 309 205 3325 or +1 689 278 1000 or +1 719 359 4580 or +1 
253 205 0468 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 360 209 5623 or +1 386 
347 5053 or +1 507 473 4847 or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 
6833 or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) or 888 475 4499 (Toll 
Free) or 833 548 0276 (Toll Free)  

Meeting 
ID:  

885 3316 8759 

Password
:  

33172202 

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/88533168759?pwd=w0gV5rC9lzJT8TveSL97dYPnbPJSfx.1
tel:+13126266799,,88533168759
tel:+16469313860,,88533168759
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/88533168759?pwd=w0gV5rC9lzJT8TveSL97dYPnbPJSfx.1
https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/88533168759?pwd=w0gV5rC9lzJT8TveSL97dYPnbPJSfx.1


International numbers 

 

 

 

 

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/u/kdGivnp4zn

